wm; NEWS

ALBANY — Representatives from
the two-county Rural Economic Al-
liance (REAL) provided Linn Coun-
ty Commissioners Roger Nyquist,
Sherrie Sprenger and Will Tucker
with an update on their goals and
progress Tuesday morning.
S. Scott McDowell of Brownsville,
Alysia Rogers of Lebanon and Blair
Larsen of Sweet Home, said the five
-year-old coalition includes the
communities of Adair Village, Hal-
sey, Harrisburg, Monroe, Philomath
and Tangent.
The trio thanked the commissioners
for their continued support.
Although they share many similar
economic needs and assets, the
member communities also have di-
verse profiles when it comes to de-
velopment. For example, Sweet
Home has industrial land, but lacks
infrastructure. Lebanon has industri-
al lands but faces wetlands issues.
Halsey is well located, but has little
available industrial lands.
McDowell said the group recently
completed development of a new
website, rebranded itself and has
completed a five-year strategic plan.
“We want to be able to provide in-
formation when we get calls that
inform us a company is interested in
locating in our area,” McDowell
said. “We want to be a one-stop
shop and have the tools.”

Larsen said the coalition’s philoso-

phy is that any business that locates

in one of the communities is benefit-
ing the entire region.

REAL’s core values are collabora-

tion, resourcefulness, community,

approachability and initiative.

Larsen outlined the key long-term

goals of the group:

e Retention and expansion of cur-
rent businesses and industries.

e Recruitment of new businesses
and industries.

e Land use (developing a region-
wide inventory of available
commercial and industrial build-
ings and available lands.)

e Entrepreneurship to support the
founding of new businesses in
the region.

e Advocacy to help find funding
to be used to support the key
priorities of rural businesses.

e Marketing and stakeholder en-
gagement

All three commissioners agreed with
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the presenters that communities
face an uphill battle due to the
state’s land-use and wetlands regu-
lations.

Commissioner Nyquist said Ore-
gon’s land use rules can drive
property prices up by tens of thou-
sands of dollars for residential
housing alone and the cost to miti-
gate wetlands issues by buying
credits can be more than $100,000
per acre.

Commissioner Sprenger encour-
aged REAL participants to keep
their land use requests in writing
before state officials so they can
see how the state’s rules are pres-
suring home construction, home
prices and industrial development.

To learn more about the Rural Eco-
nomic  Alliance, visit https://
www.ruraleconomicalliance.com/.

In other business, the commission-

ers:

e Were informed by Juvenile
Department  Director  Torri
Lynn there were 15 young peo-
ple from Linn County held for
184 total days; five young peo-
ple from Benton County for 50

days; and two from Lincoln
County held for 22 days in Ju-
ly. The were 53 probation re-
ferrals and 185 youth in the
Probation Unit. There are 84
youth in the Community Pro-
grams Unit. Eleven members of
the Tier I work crew completed
184 hours of community ser-
vice and 13 members of the
Tier II work crew completed
306 hours of community ser-
vice.

Approved an agreement be-
tween Linn County and the Or-
egon Department of Energy to
reimburse the county for any
work done by the Planning &
Building Department for the
proposed Muddy Creek Energy
Park near Harrisburg. Not to
exceed $5,000.

Approved submitting an appli-
cation to annex two properties
on West B Street owned by
Linn County into the city of
Lebanon. One property is 8,000
square feet and the other is
5,640 square feet. Were told by
Property Manager Rachel

Adamec that Colton Schilling
purchased a county-owned lot at
30594 Santiam Highway at an
Aug. 9 auction for $67,746.

e Were asked by Eric Morgan,
representing the carpenters’ un-
ion, to ensure that local labor be
used if the Muddy Creek Energy
Park is built near Harrisburg.

e Adopted the 2023-24 Fiscal
Year pay plan.

e Approved First-Time Youth
Wage Agreements with Apex
Property Clearing and Recy-
cling, Mercy House Internation-
al, Sweet Home Figaro’s and
Olsen Run Winery.

e Announced submitting a letter
of support for the Port of Coos
Bay intermodal port project.

Media contact: Alex Paul, Linn
County Communication’s Officer,
541-967-3825 or email
apaul@co.linn.or.us.
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